FOR THE BR AZILIAN ARMY COMMISSION

CLIENT: Brazilian Army Commission
VESSEL: M/V Ocean Giant
SHIPMENT 1:
TIME OF SHIPMENT: September 2018
LOAD PORT: Pensacola, Florida
DISCHARGE PORT: Paranaguá, Brazil
CARGO: 40 M992A units and 56 M109A5 units
SHIPMENT 2:
TIME OF SHIPMENT: September 2019
LOAD PORTS: Baltimore, Maryland, and Sunny Point,
North Carolina
DISCHARGE PORT: Rio Grande, Brazil
CARGO: 31 M109A5 units, 4 M88A1 units, and containers;

and Class 1.1 ammunition

OVERVIEW

Between 2018-2019, US Ocean completed the delivery of
131 artillery tanks, known as howitzers, and ammunition
from multiple origins in the USA to Paranaguá, and Rio
Grande, Brazil. The armored vehicles are part of Brazil’s
Strategic Subprogram - Field Artillery System (SAC)
targeted at transforming and modernizing Brazil’s Field
Artillery Fleet. The equipment and ammunition augmented
the operational capacity of the country’s Ground Fire
Support capabilities; and is intended to aid Brazil’s Armed
Forces in combat.
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ARMORED VEHICLE DELIVERY

Ports in Pensacola and Baltimore were ideal choices for loading the howitzers given their
proximity to the origins, cargo storage capabilities, and proven track record for the safe
handling of breakbulk cargoes. Military Ocean Terminal in Sunny Point, NC, was the singular
option in the Atlantic region due to the sensitive and hazardous nature of the ammunition
cargoes. Because US Ocean was engaged in the supply chain design process, customers
were able to gain efficiencies and cost benefits.
The lift on, lift off (LO/LO) capabilities available on all six (6) vessels in US Ocean’s fleet
allowed for easy handling of the howitzers regardless of their mechanical operating status.
An added benefit, US Ocean’s vessels are cleared to carry Class 1 hazardous cargo in
combination with breakbulk cargoes. The ability to consolidate cargoes created additional
cost savings. This is a distinct capability that differentiates US Ocean’s fleet from typical
liner operators.

CHALLENGES

US Ocean worked with all stakeholders including, military
depots, suppliers, rail carriers, truckers, freight forwarders,
stevedores and terminal operators to create an optimal
transportation plan. This included accommodating a
last-minute change to include the carriage of Class 1
hazardous cargo in combination with the armored vehicles.
Coordinating and aligning interests and schedules of
the various stakeholders was an arduous process, but
ultimately all parties pulled together to execute the
transfer of these goods which was a true manifestation of
the strategic alliance between the United States and Brazil.
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US Ocean was awarded multiple contracts from the Brazilian Army Commission in both the
prime contractor and subcontractor capacities via designated freight forwarders. Strong
partnerships with freight forwarders and inland service providers facilitated the seamless
rail and truck movements of the equipment from various suppliers to the ports of export.
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